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Humpback Whale Freed from Entangled in Line in Glacier Bay 
 

National Park Service biologists believe that a yearling humpback whale, which had been 

entangled in a crab pot line on Tuesday, June 6, 2006 in Glacier Bay, has apparently freed itself of 

all lines and attached gear.  Marker buoys, all line and crab pot gear, were retrieved at the 

entrance to Geikie Inlet in 10 meters of water on Thursday afternoon.  Although the whale has not 

been observed since Tuesday, park biologists believe that the whale was able to free itself from the 

line.  Efforts will continue to locate the whale and document its condition during the daily 

observations that are conducted in Glacier Bay.   

 

 On June 6, 2006, a National Park Service pilot boat reported seeing the whale swimming on the 

surface near Bartlett Cove.  Entangled in its tail was a line with a marker buoy attached to a sport 

fishing crab pot.  The whale was able to swim slowly and covered a distance of several miles 

despite the fact that the line was still attached to a crab pot weighing approximately 80 lbs.  

Attempts to free the entangled whale by the Park Service disentanglement team were 

unsuccessful.  The whale had not been seen since Tuesday evening, despite searches conducted by 

air and by sea.  On Thursday, observers on a passing vessel reported seeing buoys matching the 

description of the marker buoys near the shoreline at the south side of the entrance to Geikie 

Inlet.  Geikie Inlet is located on the west side of Glacier Bay.   

 

Humpback whales are Federally listed endangered species.  This is the first documented incident 

involving a humpback whale being entangled in a crab pot in Glacier Bay.  The public is neither 

advised nor allowed to attempt to remove lines or buoys from an entangled whale, as this can be 

an extremely dangerous operation for both people and the animal, in addition to being illegal 

under Federal law.  If an entangled whale is observed, the public is advised to report the location 

to the local authorities and await further directions. 


